SUCCESS STORY

the orgy of confident speculation that succeeded Locarno
and was so abruptly ended in 1929-30. We had not reached
midway in the passage between our wars, and the swell of
optimism was still evident, even though it might forecast
heavy seas. Most of Europe was quiet too ; and to the
reflection of this mood in Continental drama I shall come
very soon. The spring of 1926 found me free to come and
go in any country or continent, to write or cease from writ-
ing as I pleased, and indeed to engage in the world spectacle
either as player or spectator. No man of forty-one could
have desired a greater liberty than this, or have been more
resolved (I hope) to make use of it.
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